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“He was restless and adventurous...
He had big dreams.”

1945
Cy Mulder starts Artcraft Novelty Shop, later
called Zeeland Sash & Door Co., the
precursor to Ottawa Door Lights. Artcraft's first
product is a hardwood clothespin.

1950 's
Cy Mulder buys a 3-acre parcel of land on Harrison Avenue and
builds a 10,000 square foot cinder block shop. It's to be the
company's home for the next 25 years.

Early 50's
Cy Mulder develops the first prefabricated door window that
eventually will be called a "door light".

1952 Annual sales reach $120,000

Mid 50's
Employment reaches 10 men. Larry Mulder works at the plant after
school and on weekends, cleaning up, and during summer breaks
installing windows on the assembly line.

Brick totem

“Most of us enjoy the
shade of trees we
didn't plant.”

“...took a chance... on two guys from Zeeland...”

“...the most important lessons...out of errors
rather than successes.”
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1980's
Early 80's
New venture into the skylight business. New corporate headquarters on
Roosevelt Avenue in Zeeland is dedicated. Skylights expand with the
acquisition of Gordon Skylights in California.

1985 Sales reach $25,000,000

Mid 80's
ODL begins selling decorative door lights. Opportunity identified with
wood grilles and ODL purchases Red Boy Grille Company in
Massachusetts. ODL begins its Rapid Response Program as distribution
centers begin to open around the country. ODL introduces a bonus
program for all employees.

Late 80's
With the emergence of the big
boxes, ODL enters new channels
of distribution. ODL enters the
exterior wood door business.

At Home
in any Home

“Liquidity is a fine thing,...You'll like it.”

“There is no limit to what an organization can
accomplish if you don't care who gets the credit.”
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Some things are more
important than growth
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1990's
arly 90's

ODL buys Koamex in Hermosillo, Mexico to
roduce decorative glass.

993 Sales reach $55,000,000

“It's the
Balance Sheet Buster”

Building Value into Building Products

Mid 90's
ODL first shares Long Range
Plan with all employees.
Skylights product line expanded
with introduction of tubular
skylights. First foray into
international sales. Blind product
line introduced.

“Engage and inspire our people
to be the premier global building

products partner”

“We will continue to develop products and
acquire other companies, and make some

mistakes in the process. We are willing to pay
the price...the risk will be minimal when

compared to our successes.”

2010 and beyond...
2014 ODL launches installed & ecommerce division inHouz 
later re-named Zabitat.

2016 ODL launches blinds for windows.  

$500,000,0
by the year 202

We Make Your Life Better
2016 Company Purpose Statement introduced

Opinion survey taken increasing
employee involvement

NEW PANEL 10
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“We learned what many companies fail to learn, ...
how to ‘circle the wagons’, ‘turn down the lights’

and prepare for better days.”
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1970's
Early 70's
First injection molded plastic door lights for steel-clad doors.
Ottawa Door Lights is the first company to manufacture a door
light with insulated glass.

1972 Sales are $1,380,000

Mid 70's
Ground is broken for a 36,000 square foot building on a 10-acre
parcel of land on Centennial Avenue in Zeeland's new industrial
park. The building will house final assembly door light lines and
shipping facilities. Ottawa Door Lights buys its first injection
molding machine.

1976 Sales reach $5,000,000

Late 70's
Because door lights are no longer the only product, the
company changes its name to ODL. Charitable giving widens to
include business speakers at local colleges and Run-Bike-Swim
events with Hope College.

“Sailing!...it did affect the future of our
company in unexpected ways.”
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Company name is changed to Ottawa Door Lights to better reflect the firm's product line.

Larry Mulder joins the business full-time.

1968 Sales are at $155,000

1963

The leapfrogging organization is not obsessed
with either imitating or avoiding its competitors;

it vaults over them.

“...how to wear the suit...”

“...we walk in the footsteps of
preceding ones.”
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Plan Ahead
Attend to Details

Keep Moving

HOPE COLLEGE

Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, West Virginia,
Virginia, North Carolina,
Tennessee, Georgia

the Appalachian Trail
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PANEL LAYOUT - ALLOWANCE FOR 2 ADDITIONAL FUTURE PANELS

SCALE: 3/8”=1’-0”

June 2003

"Dreams are the touchstones of our character."
Henry David Thoreau

In dedication to Larry Mulder
on his 40th anniversary with ODL.

ODL began with a dream.
Character, desire and imagination built upon that dream.

These values will lead the company into the future.
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PANEL LAYOUT
ALLOWANCE FOR TWO FUTURE PANELS

432” TOTAL (36’- 0”)

TOP VIEW
SCALE: 1/8”=1’-0”


